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ISKCON desire tree 


Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10 


krsnera yateka khela, sarvottama nara-lila, 
nara-vapu tahara svarupa 
gopa-vesa, venu-kara, nava-kisora, nata-vara, 
nara-lilara hay a anurupa 


“Lord Krsna has many pastimes, of which His pastimes as a human being are the best. His 
form as a human being is the supreme transcendental form. In this form He is a cowherd 
boy. He carries a flute in His hand, and His youth is new. He is also an expert dancer. All this 
is just suitable for His pastimes as a human being. (CC Madhya 21.101) 


krsnera aisvarya—apara amrtera sindhu 
avagahite nari, tara chuilah eka bindu 


“The unlimited potencies of Krsna are just like an ocean of nectar. Since one cannot bathe 
within that ocean, I have only touched a drop of it.” (CC Madhya 21.98) 
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Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10 
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ISKCON desire tree 


Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10 


INTRODUCTION 

Lord Krishna says in Bhagavad Gita, “One who knows the transcendental nature of My 
appearance and activities does not, upon leaving the body, take his birth again in this 
material world, but attains My eternal abode, O Arjuna.” (BG 4.9) The first three chapters of 
the 10 th canto of Srimad Bhagavatam describe the Appearance of Lord Krishna. 

The first chapter explains that how Maharaja Pariksit requests Srila Sukadeva Goswami to 
speak on Krishna Leela by asking various questions concerning that. In reponse Srila 
Sukadeva Goswami starts to explain that once when the entire world was overburdened by 
the increasing military power of demons in the form of kings, mother earth assumed the 
shape of a cow and approached Lord Brahma for relief. Lord Brahma offers prayers to please 
Lord Visnu, who lay in the ocean of milk. In response, Lord informs him that He would 
appear on the surface of the earth to mitigate the burden created by the demons. In the city 
of Mathura, during the marriage procession of Devaki and Vasudeva, an unseen voice 
declares that the eight child of Devaki would kill Kamsa. Hearing this Kamsa tries to kill 
Devaki. Vasudeva somehow protects Devaki by promising to give Kamsa all his children. As 
years pass by, each of the 6 children of Devaki gets brutally killed by Kamsa 

The second chapter explains that how Kamsa with the help of Jarasandha and other demons 
starts to persecute the Yadavas. Lord Krishna seeing the distress of His devotees orders 
Yogamaya to go to Gokula and transfers Lord Sesa, the 7 th child, from the womb of Devaki to 
the womb of Rohini. Then He Himself appears in the mind of Vasudeva. From the mind of 
Vasudeva, He transfers into the mind of Devaki. Kamsa on seeing Devaki observes that she 
looked very jubilant, effulgent and pure because of giving shelter to the Supreme Lord with 
in her. He refrains from killing her in order to protect his reputation and out of fear of sinful 
reactions. However, due to fear of the Supreme Lord he constantly remembers Him 
unfavorably. 
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ISKCON desire tree 


Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10 


CANTO 10, CHAPTER 1 
THE ADVENT OF LORD KRISHNA 


SECTIONS 

VERSES 

Maharaja Pariksit requests Sukadeva Goswami to speak 10 th Canto (Krishna Lila) 

1-13 

Sukadeva Goswami glorifies Maharaja Pariksit’s questions 

14-16 

Mother Earth approaches Brahma 

17-20 

Lord Visnu assures 

21-26 

Vasudeva marries Devaki 

27-33 

Kamsa’s reaction to Akashwani 

34-36 

Vasudeva pacifies Kamsa (Attempt l)- How a devotee deals with non-devotees 

37-45 

Attempt fails - Vasudeva rethinks - What to do when? 

46-53 

Vasudeva pacifies Kamsa (Attempt 2) - Uses alternative methods 

54-55 

Vasudeva gives first child to Kamsa 

56-61 

Narada Muni provokes Kamsa (9 reasons) - Do not judge devotees 

62-64 

Kamsa kills 6 children of Devaki 

65-69 




MAHARAJA PARIKSIT REQUESTS SUKADEVA goswAmi TO SPEAK 10 th 
CANTO (KRISHNA LILA) (VERSES 1-13) 


1. WHY? (VERSES 1-7) 


l.lKrishna is my lover/object of love (VERSE 3) 

avatirya yador vamse 
bhagavan bhuta-bhavanah 
krtavan yani visvatma 
tani no vada vistarat 



“The Supersoul, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna, the cause of the cosmic 
manifestation, appeared in the dynasty of Yadu. Please tell me elaborately about His 
glorious activities and character, from the beginning to the end of His life.” 

1.2 Krishna is my doctor (medicine) (VERSE 4) 

nivrtta-tarsair upagiyamanad 
bhavausadhac chrotra-mano- 'bhiramat 
ka uttamasloka-gunanuvadat 
puman virajyeta vina pasughnat 

“Glorification of the Supreme Personality of Godhead is performed in the parampara 
system; that is, it is conveyed from spiritual master to disciple. Such glorification is 
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ISKCON desire tree 


Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10 


relished by those no longer interested in the false, temporary glorification of this cosmic 
manifestation. Descriptions of the Lord are the right medicine for the conditioned soul 
undergoing repeated birth and death. Therefore, who will cease hearing such glorification 
of the Lord except a butcher or one who is killing his own self?” 

1) Quenches - Senses - thirst 

2) Cures - egoistic - disease 

3) Satisfies - mental - agitation 

1.3 Krishna is my protector (VERSES 5-6) 

1) Protected Grandfathers (VERSE 5) 

pitamaha me samare 'maranjayair 
devavratadyatirathais timingilaih 
duratyayam kaurava-sainya-sagaram 
krtvataran vatsa-padam sma yat-plavah 

“Taking the boat of Krsna's lotus feet, my grandfather Arjuna and others crossed the 
ocean of the Battlefield of Kuruksetra, in which such commanders as Bhlsmadeva 
resembled great fish that could very easily have swallowed them. By the mercy of Lord 
Krsna, my grandfathers crossed this ocean, which was very difficult to cross, as easily as 
one steps over the hoofprint of a calf.” 


2) Protected Mother & 

3) Myself (VERSE 6) 

drauny-astra-viplustam idam mad-angam 
santana-bijam kuru-pandavanam 
jugopa kuksim gata atta-cakro 
matus ca me yah saranam gatayah 

“Because my mother surrendered unto Lord Krsna's lotus feet, the Lord, Sudarsana-cakra 
in hand, entered her womb and saved my body, the body of the last remaining 
descendant of the Kurus and the Pandavas, which was almost destroyed by the fiery 
weapon of Asvatthama.” 


uttarovaca 

pahi pahi maha-yogin 
dev a-dev a jagat-pate 
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ISKCON desire tree 


Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10 


nanyam tvad abhayam pasye 
yatra mrtyuh parasparam 

“Uttara said: O Lord of lords, Lord of the universe! You are the greatest of mystics. Please 

protect me, for there is no one else who can save me from the clutches of death in this 

world of duality.” (VERSE 1.8.9) 

angustha-matram amalaih 
sphurat-purata-maulinam 
apivya-darsanam syamam 
tadid vasasam acyutam 


“He [the Lord] was only thumb high, but He was all transcendental. He had a very 
beautiful, blackish, infallible body, and He wore a dress of lightning yellow and a helmet 
of blazing gold. Thus He was seen by the child.” (VERSE 1.12.8) 


1.4 Krishna is my bestower (of final goal) (VERSE 7) 

viryani tasyakhila-deha-bhajam 
antar bahih purusa-kala-rupaih 
prayacchato mrtyum utamrtam ca 
maya-manusyasya vadasva vidvan 


“Lord Sri Krsna, appearing within and outside of all materially embodied living beings by 
His own potency in the forms of eternal time—that is, as Paramatma and as virat-rupa— 
gave liberation to everyone, either as cruel death or as life. Kindly enlighten me by 
describing His transcendental characteristics.” 


1) Bahir - Death - Envious 

2) Antar - Eternal life - Near and dear 

3) Purusa - Devotees - Bliss 

4) Kala-Rupaih - Demons - Kamsa 

2. WHAT? (WERE MAHARAJA PARIKSIT’S QUESTIONS?) (VERSES 8-11) 
4- Krishna - The controversial 


1) Transferred brother Balarama 

2) Left parents 

3) Killed relatives (Uncle) 
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Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10 


4) Married 16,108 wives 

3. HOW (DETAILS) (VERSE 12) 

etad anyac ca sarvarh me 
mune krsna-vicestitam 
vaktum arhasi sarvajiia 
sraddadhanaya vistrtam 

“O great sage, who know everything about Krsna, please describe in detail all the activities of 
which I have inquired and also those of which I have not, for I have full faith and am very 
eager to hear of them.” 


4. WHEN? (VERSE 13) 

naisatiduhsaha ksun mam 
tyaktodam api badhate 
pibantam tvan-mukhambhoja- 
cyutam hari-kathamrtam 

“Because of my vow on the verge of death, I have given up even drinking water, yet because I 
am drinking the nectar of topics about Krsna, which is flowing from the lotus mouth of your 
Lordship, my hunger and thirst, which are extremely difficult to bear, cannot hinder me.” 


k Maharaja Pariksit is like Cakora bird longing for the moonlight. 

4 - Mukhambhoja: 1. Lotus mouth of Sukadeva Goswami 2. Sweetness 3. Intoxicating effect 
of Hari Katha 

4- Amrtam: 1. Nectar 2. Moon 3. Joy 


SUKADEVA GOSWAMI BEGINS HIS REPLY (VERSES 14-16) 


1. THANKS QUESTIONER (VERSE 14) 


suta uvaca 

evaiii nisamya bhrgu-nandana sadhu-vadam 
vaiyasakih sa bhagavan atha visnu-ratam 
pratyarcya krsna-caritam kali-kalmasa-ghnam 
vyahartum arabhata bhagavata-pradhanah 
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Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10 


“Suta Gosvaml said: O son of Bhrgu [Saunaka Rsi], after Sukadeva Gosvaml, the most 
respectable devotee, the son of Vyasadeva, heard the pious questions of Maharaja Pariksit, he 
thanked the King with great respect. Then he began to discourse on topics concerning Krsna, 
which are the remedy for all sufferings in this age of Kali.” 

4 - Bogus Swamis not refer to Krishna Katha - “ I am Jesus Christ” 

4 - Collaboration - Maharaja Pariksit (visnu-ratam) and Sukadeva Gosvaml (bhagavata- 
pradhanah) combined together to present krsna-katha, they give great relief to suffering 
humanity. 

2. GLORIFIES QUESTIONER (VERSE 15) 

sri-suka uvaca 
samyag vyavasita buddhis 
tava rajarsi-sattama 
vasudeva-kathayam te 
yaj jata naisthiki ratih 

“Srlla Sukadeva Gosvaml said: O Your Majesty, best of all saintly kings, because you are 
greatly attracted to topics of Vasudeva, it is certain that your intelligence is firmly fixed in 
spiritual understanding, which is the only true goal for humanity. Because that attraction is 
unceasing, it is certainly sublime.” 


3. GLORIFIES QUESTIONS (VERSE 16) 

vasudeva-katha-prasnah 
purusams trin punati hi 
vaktaram pracchakam srotfms 
tat-pada-salilam yatha 

The Ganges, emanating from the toe of Lord Visnu, purifies the three worlds, the upper, 
middle and lower planetary systems. Similarly, when one asks questions about the pastimes 
and characteristics of Lord Vasudeva, Krsna, three varieties of men are purified: the speaker 
or preacher, he who inquires, and the people in general who listen. 

’k Speaker, listener and inquirer all are purified. 


MOTHER EARTH APPROACHES LORD BRAHMA (VERSES 17-20) 
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Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10 


4- Military nuclear wars 

4- Krishna descended in form of Hare Krishna Movement 



tatra gatvajagannatham 
deva-devam vrsakapim 
purusam purusa-siiktena 
upatasthe samahitah 

“After reaching the shore of the ocean of milk, the demigods worshiped the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, Lord Visnu, the master of the whole universe, the supreme God of 
all gods, who provides for everyone and diminishes everyone's suffering. With great 
attention, they worshiped Lord Visnu, who lies on the ocean of milk, by reciting the Vedic 
mantras known as the Purusa-sukta.” (VERSE 20) 


4- Lord Brahma hears Lord Visnu’s voice 


LORD VISNU ASSURES (VERSES 21-26) 


giram samadhau gagane samiritam 
nisamya vedhas tridasan uvaca ha 
gam paurusim me srnutamarah punar 
vidhiyatam asu tathaiva md ciram 


“While in trance, Lord Brahma heard the words of Lord Visnu vibrating in the sky. Thus he 
told the demigods: O demigods, hear from me the order of Ksirodakasayl Visnu, the Supreme 
Person, and execute it attentively without delay.” (VERSE 21) 


1. TUNE IN (VERSE 21) 
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Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10 



LORD BRAHMA PRAYING TO LORD VISHNU 
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Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10 


4- The words of the Supreme Personality of Godhead can be heard in trance by 
competent persons. 

4- Analogy: telephones 

4- tene brahma hrda ya adi-kavaye. Lord Brahma received the instructions of Vedic 
knowledge from Lord Visnu through the medium of the heart 

2. CAUSELESS MERCY (VERSE 21) 

4- The Supreme Personality of Godhead is invisible even to Lord Brahma, yet He 
descends on this earth and becomes visible to people in general, however, demoniac 
persons neglect him. 

3. LORD KRISHNA’S MESSAGE (VERSES 22-25) 

1. Demigods should appear through plenary portions as sons and grandsons in Yadu 
family (VERSE 22) 

2. Krishna will appear. All the wives of demigods should also appear. (VERSE 23) 

3. Original Sankarsana (Ananta) will appear as Baladeva (VERSE 24) 

4. Visnu-maya will also appear. (VERSE 25) 

visnor maya bhagavati 
yaya sammohitam jagat 
adista prabhunamsena 
karyarthe sambhavisyati 

“The potency of the Lord, known as visnu-maya, who is as good as the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, will also appear with Lord Krsna. This potency, acting in 
different capacities, captivates all the worlds, both material and spiritual. At the request 
of her master, she will appear with her different potencies in order to execute the work of 
the Lord.” (VERSE 25) 

4- Yogamaya - 

4- Transferring the pregnancy of Devaki. 

4- Mother Yasoda in deep sleep 

4- Gopis’ bewilderment in respect to their husbands, fathers-in-law and relatives 
4- Mahamaya - 
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Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10 


4- Acted on Karhsa, Durodhana, Salva and other asuras. 

4. LORD BRAHMA RETURNED TO HIS OWN ABODE (VERSE 26) 


VASUDEVA MARRIES DEVAKI (VERSES 27-33) 


“Formerly, Surasena, the chief of the Yadu dynasty, had gone to live in the city of Mathura. 

There he enjoyed the places known as Mathura and Surasena.” (VERSE 27) 

rajadhani tatah sabhut 
sarva-yadava-bhubhujam 
mathura bhagavan yatra 
nityam sannihito hardy 

“Since that time, the city of Mathura had been the capital of all the kings of the Yadu 
dynasty. The city and district of Mathura are very intimately connected with Krsna, for Lord 
Krsna lives there eternally.” (VERSE 28) 

4- Mathura and Vrndavana are situated on this planet earth, however, they are 
transcendental abodes of the Lord. 

•4- There are many devotees who vow never to leave Vrndavana and Mathura. This is 
undoubtedly a good vow. 

4- If one leaves Vrndavana, Mathura or Navadvipa-dhama for the service of the Lord, he 
is not disconnected from the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

Some time ago, Vasudeva, who belonged to the demigod family [or to the Sura dynasty], 
married Devaki. After the marriage, he mounted his chariot to return home with his newly 
married wife. Karhsa, the son of King Ugrasena, in order to please his sister Devaki on the 
occasion of her marriage, took charge of the reins of the horses and became the chariot 
driver. (VERSES 29-30) 

VERSES 31-32 
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Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10 



1. AkASHWANI (VERSE 34) 

asyas tvam astamo garbho 
hanta yam vahase 'budha 

"You foolish rascal, the eighth child of the woman you are carrying will kill you!" 

1.1 Why Akashwani? 

1. Anger: The demigods, however, did not want Karhsa to be affectionate toward Devaki, 
and therefore, from an unseen position, they encouraged Karhsa to offend her. 

2. Liberation: The six sons of Marlci had been cursed to take birth from the womb of 
Devaki, and upon being killed by Kamsa they would be delivered. 

3. Bliss: When Devaki understood that Kamsa would be killed by the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, who would appear from her womb, she felt great joy. 

4- Astamo garbho: son or a daughter 

2. KAMSA’S REACTION (VERSE 35) 

“Kamsa caught hold of his sister's hair with his left hand and took up his sword with his 
right hand to sever her head from her body.” 

4- No one should trust a demon, despite any amount of affection. 

3. VASUDEVA’S RESPONSE (VERSE 36) 

tarn jugupsita- karmanam 
nrsamsam nirapatrapam 
vasudevo maha-bhaga 
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Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10 



KAMSA TRYING TO KILL DEVAKI 
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Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10 


uvdca parisantvayan 

“Wanting to pacify Kariisa, who was so cruel and envious that he was shamelessly ready to 
kill his sister, the great soul Vasudeva, who was to be the father of Krsna, spoke to him in the 
following words.” 

3.1 Vasudeva, great soul, speaks 

4- No anger, ocean of good qualities - Tigers or snakes not create difficulties when 
encouraged by those with good qualities 
4- Characteristics 1. Pacify-cruel person 2. Forgive - bitterest enemy 


VASUDEVA PACIFIES KAMSA (VERSES 37-45) - HOW A DEVOTEE 
TACKLES NONDEVOTEE? - COMBINATION OF LOGIC, DIPLOMACY AND 
PHILOSOPHY 


1. DIPLOMACY (VERSE 37) 

sri-vasudeva uvdca 
slaghaniya-gunah surair 
bhavan bhoja-yasaskarah 
sa katham bhaginim hanyat 
striyam udvaha-parvani 

“Vasudeva said: My dear brother-in-law Kariisa, you are the pride of your family, the Bhoja 
dynasty, and great heroes praise your qualities. How could such a qualified person as you kill 
a woman, your own sister, especially on the occasion of her marriage?” 


4 - Vasudeva used the diplomacy of sama and bheda 


1.1 Sama: Sama means "pacifying." 
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Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10 



1.2 Bheda: Vasudeva's presentation of fear in two situations-in this life and the next 



2. LOGIC (VERSE 38) 


mrtyur janmavatam vira 
dehenasahajayate 
adya vabda-satante va 
mrtyur vai praninam dhruvah 

“O great hero, one who takes birth is sure to die, for death is born with the body. One may 
die today or after hundreds of years, but death is sure for every living entity.” 

4- Death is certain 

4- To save oneself from death one should entangle oneself in sinful activities 
4- “Therefore, O courageous warrior you should not be afraid of death.” 
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Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10 


3. PHILOSOPHY (VERSES 39-43) 

dehe pancatvam apanne 
dehi karmanugo 'vasah 
dehantaram anuprapya 
praktanam tyajate vapuh 

“When the present body turns to dust and is again reduced to five elements—earth, water, 
fire, air and ether—the proprietor of the body, the living being, automatically receives 
another body of material elements according to his fruitive activities. When the next body is 
obtained, he gives up the present body.”(VERSE 39) 


4- Action determines new body 

4- If you have karma you will get enjoyment/Give up killing a woman else produce suffering 
in next life. 

4- Example, 1. Walking 2. Caterpillar 3. Dream 

4- Mind - Flickering - Cause of change of material body. Ex, reflection in oil or water - soul 
+ mind - same destination. 


ekah prasuyate jantur 
eka eva prally ate 
eko 'nubhunkte sukrtam 
eka eva ca duskrtam(SM 

“Every creature is born alone and dies alone, and alone one experiences the just rewards of 
his good and evil deeds.” (SMB 10.49.21) 


■4- Death - unavoidable under law of karma 
4- Obstruct soul’s desire to enjoy 
4- Kill Devaki - suffer in future 
4- You will enjoy because of good action -Kamsa 

4. DIPLOMACY (VERSE 44) - CONCLUSION (BHEDA) 
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Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10 



5. DIPLOMACY (VERSE 45) - (SAMA) 

esa tavanuja bald 
krpana putrikopama 
hantum narhasi kalyanim 
imam tvam dina-vatsalah 

“As your younger sister, this poor girl Devakl is like your own daughter and deserves to be 
affectionately maintained. You are merciful, and therefore you should not kill her. Indeed, 
she deserves your affection.” 
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Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10 


1. FAILURE - DEATH (VERSE 46) 


sri-suka uvaca 
evam sa samabhir bhedair 
bodhyamano 'pi darunah 
na nyavartata kauravya 
purusadan anuvratah 

“Sukadeva GosvamI continued: O best of the Kuru dynasty, Kariisa was fiercely cruel and was 
actually a follower of the Raksasas. Therefore he could be neither pacified nor terrified by the 
good instructions given by Vasudeva. He did not care about the results of sinful activities, 
either in this life or in the next.” 


4- Why Karhsa not affected? Because of association. 

2. ATTITUDE FOR OVERCOMING FEAR (VERSE 47) 

nirbandham tasya tamjnatva 
vicintyanakadundubhih 
praptam kalam prativyodhum 
idam tatranvapadyata 

“When Vasudeva saw that Karhsa was determined to kill his sister DevakI, he thought to 
himself very deeply. Considering the imminent danger of death, he thought of another plan 
to stop Karhsa. ” 


2.1 Determination/Confidence 

He was convinced of his welfare because at his birth the demigods had played drums and 
kettledrums (anakadundubhih). He therefore attempted another way to save DevakI 


3. INTELLIGNCE/DECISIVENESS (VERSE 48) 


mrtyur buddhimatapohyo 
yavad buddhi-balodayam 
yady asau na nivarteta 
naparadho 'sti dehinah 
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Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10 


“As long as he has intelligence and bodily strength, an intelligent person must try to avoid 
death. This is the duty of every embodied person. But if death cannot be avoided in spite of 
one's endeavors, a person facing death commits no offense.” 

4- Vedic culture - avoid death and rebirth? Spiritual life - Not submit without struggling to 
survive. 


4. URGENCY/ DESTINY/ RISK FACTOR/ BARGAIN/ FAITH/ HOPE (VERSE 49-51) 



4- Ex, fire leaps over one piece of wood and sets fire to the next - destiny 
5. DILIGENCE (VERSE 52) 


evam vimrsya tam papam 
yavad-atmani-darsanam 
pujayam asa vai saurir 
bahu-mana-purahsaram 


“After thus considering the matter as far as his knowledge would allow, Vasudeva submitted 
his proposal to the sinful Kariisa with great respect.” 


4- Try your best, (atmani-darsanam—with all the intelligence possible within himself) 
6. DIPLOMACY (VERSE 53) 

prasanna-vadanambhojo 
nrsamsam nirapatrapam 
manasa duyamanena 
vihasann idam abravit 
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Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10 


“Vasudeva's mind was full of anxiety because his wife was facing danger, but in order to 
please the cruel, shameless and sinful Karhsa, he externally smiled and spoke to him as 
follows.” 


4- Sometimes one must act duplicitously in a dangerous position 

4- The material world is complicated, and to execute one's duties, one cannot avoid 
adopting such diplomacy. 

4- Vasudeva did everything possible to save his wife. Devaki = Bhakti 

4- Krsna Himself is all-powerful, but it is not that a devotee should therefore sit idly and 
leave everything to Him.Ex, Arjuna 
4- Attitude to save our Krishna Consciousness in testing times. 


VASUDEVA PACIFIES KAMSA (VERSES 54-55) 


na hy asyas te bhayam saumya 
yad vai sahasarira-vak 
putran samarpayisye 'sya 
yatas te bhayam utthitam 


“Vasudeva said: O best of the sober, you have nothing to fear from your sister Devaki 
because of what you have heard from the unseen omen. The cause of death will be her sons. 
Therefore I promise that when she gives birth to the sons from whom your fear has arisen, I 
shall deliver them all unto your hands.” (VERSE 54) 


4- No fear - birth - I will deliver 


sri-suka uvaca 
svasur vadhan nivavrte 
kamsas tad-vakya-sara-vit 


Srlla Sukadeva Gosvamt continued: Karhsa agreed to the logical arguments of Vasudeva, and, 
having full faith in Vasudeva's words, he refrained from killing his sister. (VERSE 55) 


4- Karhsa believed in Vasudeva's words without a doubt. 
4- CHARACTER, INTEGRITY, VALUES 
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VASUDEVA GIVES 1 st CHILD TO KAMSA (VERSES 56-61) - KIRTIMAN 


kim duhsaham nu sadhunam 
vidusam kim apeksitam 
kim akaryam kadaryanam 
dustyajam kim dhrtatmanam 

“What is painful for saintly persons who strictly adhere to the truth? How could there not be 
independence for pure devotees who know the Supreme Lord as the substance? What deeds 
are forbidden for persons of the lowest character? And what cannot be given up for the sake 
of Lord Krsna by those who have fully surrendered at His lotus feet?” (VERSE 58) 

4- Why Vasudeva delivered all the children quickly to Kamsa? 

1) Fear of promise break 

2) Eagerness to see Krishna 

a) Devotee not much kami - no misery 

b) Devotee not tries to accept misery - accept them gladly, since their only 
consideration is their eagerness to see Krishna. 

c) Therefore Vasudeva bore 8 children in a row. 

1. EAGERNESS 

Who deserves to see Lord in the form of son, holds Lord in heart and remains in household 
life to bear son. He should have affection for no other son. Let us willingly offer all other 
children even responsible for death. 


NARADA MUNI PROVOKES KAMSA (VERSES 62-64) 


4- Narada Muni did this for the following reasons: 

1. Personal joy by seeing the Lord 

2. Demigods’ joy 

3. Vasudeva and Devaki’s joy 

4. Increase their eagerness to see the Lord 

5. Shower in intense devotion of Vasudeva and Devaki 

6. Hasten Kamsa’s slaying 


Advent of Lord Kris hn a 


23 




ISKCON desire tree 


Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10 


7. Get blessings of Vasudeva and Devaki 

8. To make Kamsa favorable to himself by presenting false friendship. 


KAMSA KILLS 6 CHILDREN (VERSES 65-69) 


mataram pitaram bhratfn 
sarvams ca suhrdas tatha 
ghnanti hy asutrpo lubdha 
rajanah prayaso bhuvi 

“Kings greedy for sense gratification on this earth almost always kill their enemies 
indiscriminately. To satisfy their own whims, they may kill anyone, even their mothers, 
fathers, brothers or friends.” 
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CANTO 10, CHAPTER 2 

PRAYERS BY THE DEMIGODS TO LORD KRISHNA 


SECTIONS 

VERSES 

Kamsa’s persecutions 

1-5 

Krishna orders Yogamaya 

6-13 

Maya-humble servant of Krishna 

14 

Devaki’s miscarriage 

15 

Krishna transfers from Vasudev to Devaki 

16-18 

Devaki’s effulgence bright 

19 

Kamsa observes Devaki’s effulgence 

20-23 

Kamsa becomes Krishna Conscious 

24 

Prayers by demigods to Krishna 

25-42 


KAMSA’S PERSECUTIONS (VERSES 1-5) 


4- Kamsa + Jarasandha + Putana etc. - persecuted Yadavas - took shelter of Pancalas, 
Kekayas etc (VERSES 1-3) 

4- Balaram entered Devaki’s womb - arousing pleasure and lamentation (VERSE 4-5) 

4- Why some devotees joined Kamsa? 

1. To see the pastimes of Krishna 

2. To witness the killing of 6 sons of Devaki. 


KRISHNA ORDERS YOGAMAYA (VERSES 6-13) 


1. IF YOU FEAR MAYA, KRISHNA WILL PROTECT (VERSE 6) 

bhagavan api visvatma 
viditva kamsajam bhayam 
yadunam nija-nathanam 
yogamayam samadisat 

“To protect the Yadus, His personal devotees, from Kamsa's attack, the Personality of 
Godhead, Visvatma, the Supreme Soul of everyone, ordered Yogamaya as follows.” 

4 Lord intervenes 

4- 9 saktis - vimala, ukarsini, jnana, kriya, yogamaya, prahvi, satya, Isana, anugraha 

2. GO TO VRAJA/ ROHINI IS IN NAND MAHARAJ’S HOUSE (VERSE 7) 
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3. TRANSFER SESA INTO THE WOMB OF ROHINI (VERSE 8) 


devakyajathare garbham 
sesakhyam dhama mamakam 
tat sannikrsya rohinya 
udare sannivesaya 


“Within the womb of Devakt is My partial plenary expansion known as Sankarsana or Sesa. 
Without difficulty, transfer Him into the womb of Rohini.” 


3.1 Why Devaki, if Rohini is eternal mother of Baladeva? 
4- To establish Sesa as bed and seat, to serve Krishna. 


3.2 How can 6 material children appear in the womb of Devaki, internal spiritual energy of 
the Supreme Lord? 

Analogy: As material universes exist in Supreme Personality of Godhead but not 
contaminate. 


may a tatam idam sarvam 
jagad avyakta-murtina 
mat-sthani sarva-bhutani 
na caham tesv avasthitah 
na ca mat-sthani bhutani 
pasya me yogam aisvaram 
bhiita-bhrn na ca bhuta-stho 
mamatma bhuta-bhavanah 

"By Me, in My unmanifested form, this entire universe is pervaded. All beings are in Me, but 
I am not in them. And yet everything that is created does not rest in Me. Behold My mystic 
opulence! Although 1 am the maintainer of all living entities, and although 1 am everywhere, 
My Self is the very source of creation." (BG 9.4-5) 


4 - A pure devotee is always transcendentally situated because of executing nine different 
processes of bhakti-yoga Thus situated in devotional service, a devotee, although in the 
material world, is not in the material world 


3.3 Why did they appear? 

4 - To show methodical nature of bhakti 
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4 - 6 sons = 6 sons of Marlci = 6 anarthas, Devaki = Bhakti, Kamsa = Material fear 

“Fear of material world removes the 6 anarthas from the womb of bhakti. Krishna prema 
characterized by intense bhakti appears in womb of bhakti after the desire for sense 
object is extinguished. Therefore, Ananta, personified form of service appeared as the 7 th 
son of Devaki. As Krishna Himself appears after prema bhakti appears, similarly Krishna 
appeared after Sesa.” 

4. BROTHER & SISTER - (ME - DEVAKINANDAN & YOU - DAUGHTER OF YASODA) 
(VERSE 9) 

athaham amsa-bhagena 
devakyah putratam subhe 
prapsyami tvam yasodayam 
nanda-patnyam bhavisyasi 

“O all-auspicious Yogamaya, 1 shall then appear with My full six opulences as the son of 

Devaki, and you will appear as the daughter of mother Yasoda, the queen of Maharaja 

Nanda.” 

4.1 Collaboration of 3 tattvas was involved in the appearance of the Supreme Lord 

1. JIva-tattva: Lord Brahma requested the Supreme Personality of Godhead to appear, on the 
bank of the milk ocean. 

2. Visnu-tattva: A part was also played by Baladeva, by making suitable arrangement in 
Devaki’s womb. 

3. Sakti-tattva: Similarly, Yogamaya, who appeared as the daughter of mother Yasoda, also 
played a part 

4.2 By the grace of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, anyone can do anything, for the 
Lord is present in everything, all things being His parts and parcels (amsa-bhagena) and 
increasing or decreasing by His supreme will 

4- Krishna empowered Yogamaya to attract Sankarsana, Baladeva, from the womb of Devaki 
to the womb of RohinI 

4.3 Krishna’s will is the Supreme will 
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4 - Yogamaya - Obtained reputation of being the daughter of mother Yasoda but not parental 
love 

4 - Krishna - not actually born from the womb of mother Yasoda, enjoyed the parental love 
of mother Yasoda and Nanda 

5. HUMANS WILL WORSHIP YOU GORGEOUSLY - STYLE, NAME AND PLACES 
(VERSE 10-12) 

■4* Those who cannot understand atma-tattva (apasyatam atma-tattvam) worship Yogamaya 
in her different features. 

srotavyadini rajendra 
nrnam santi sahasrasah 
apasyatam atma-tattvam 
grhesu grha-medhinam 

"Those persons who are materially engrossed, being blind to the knowledge of ultimate 
truth, have many subject matters for hearing in human society, O Emperor.” 

kamais tais tair hrta-jnanah 
prapadyante 'nya-devatah 
tarn tarn niyamam asthaya 
prakrtya niyatah svaya 

“Those whose intelligence has been stolen by material desires surrender unto demigods and 
follow the particular rules and regulations of worship according to their own natures.” (BG 
7.20) 

4 - Names 

1. Durga: approached with great difficulty. 

2. Bhadra: Auspicious 

3. Kali: Deep blue. 

4. Vijaya: Most powerful energy 

5. Vaisnavi: Energy of Visnu 

6. Kumuda: Enjoys in this material world and gives facilities for material 

7. Candika: Very severe to her enemies, the asuras 

8. Krsna : Gives all sorts of material facilities 
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6. DIFFERENT NAMES OF LORD BALARAMA (VERSE 13) 


garbha-sankarsanat tarn vai 
prahuh satikarsanam bhuvi 
rameti loka-ramanad 
balabhadram balocchrayat 

“The son of RohinI will also be celebrated as Sankarsana because of being sent from the 
womb of Devaki to the womb of RohinI. He will be called Rama because of His ability to 
please all the inhabitants of Gokula, and He will be known as Balabhadra because of His 
extensive physical strength.” 


YOGAMAyA- HUMBLE SERVANT OF KRISHNA (VERSE 14) 


sandistaivam bhagavata 
tathety om iti tad-vacah 
pratigrhya parikramya 
gam gata tat tathokarot 

“Thus instructed by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Yogamaya immediately agreed. 
With the Vedic mantra om, she confirmed that she would do what He asked. Thus having 
accepted the order of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, she circumambulated Him and 
started for the place on earth known as Nanda-gokula. There she did everything just as she 
had been told.” 


4 - Double confirmation - Verbal + Vedic 

1. tathety — So be it’ - Verbal confirmation 

2. om - Vedic confirmation 


4 - No one should violate the Vedic injunctions 


tflsmac chastram pramOnam te 
karydkarya-vyavas thitau 
jMtva sastra-vidhanoktam 
karma kartum ihOrhasi 
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"One should understand what is duty and what is not duty by the regulations of the 
scriptures. Knowing such rules and regulations, one should act so that one may gradually be 
elevated." (BG 16.24) 

4- In Vedic injunctions there are no mistakes, illusions, cheating or imperfection. 


DEVAKI’S MISCARRIAGE (VERSE 15) 


garbhe pranite devakya 
rohinim yoga-nidraya 
aho visramsito garbha 
iti paura vicukrusuh 

“When the child of DevakI was attracted and transferred into the womb of Rohini by 
Yogamaya, Devaki seemed to have a miscarriage. Thus all the inhabitants of the palace loudly 
lamented, "Alas, Devaki has lost her child!"” 


VASUDEVA TO DEVAKI (VERSE 16-18) 


bhagavan api visvatmd 
bhaktdndm abhayankarah 
avivesamsa-bhagena 
mana anakadundubheh 


“Thus the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is the Supersoul of all living entities and 
who vanquishes all the fear of His devotees, entered the mind of Vasudeva in full opulence.” 
(VERSE 16) 

4 - Visvatma - "the only lovable object for everyone." 

4 - Avivesa - Lord appeared within the mind of Vasudeva. No need for discharge of semen. 

1. EFFECT ON VASUDEVA (VERSE 17) 

sa bibhrat paurusam dhama 
bhrdjamano yatha ravih 
durasado 'tidurdharso 
bhutanam sambabhuva ha 


Advent of Lord Kris hn a 


30 




ISKCON desire tree 


Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10 


“While carrying the form of the Supreme Personality of Godhead within the core of his heart, 
Vasudeva bore the Lord's transcendentally illuminating effulgence, and thus he became as 
bright as the sun. He was therefore very difficult to see or approach through sensory 
perception. Indeed, he was unapproachable and unperceivable even for such formidable men 
as Karhsa, and not only for Karhsa but for all living entities.” (VERSE 17) 

1.1 Dhama: 

1. Any place where the Supreme Personality of Godhead is present by His name, form, 
qualities or paraphernalia. Example, Vrndavana-dhama, Dvaraka-dhama and 
Mathura-dhama 

2. If one is empowered by the Supreme Personality of Godhead to do something, the 
core of his heart becomes a dhama 

1.2 Durasado 'tidurdharsah: 

4- So extraordinarily powerful that not only his enemies but also people in general are 
astonished to observe his activities. 

4- Unapproachable, his enemies are simply struck with wonder 

2. EFFECT OF INITIATION (VERSE 18) 

tato jagan-mangalam acyutamsam 
samahitam sura-sutena devi 
dadhara sarvatmakam atma-bhutam 
kastha yathananda-karam manastah 

“Thereafter, accompanied by plenary expansions, the fully opulent Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, who is all-auspicious for the entire universe, was transferred from the mind of 
Vasudeva to the mind of Devakl. DevakI, having thus been initiated by Vasudeva, became 
beautiful by carrying Lord Krsna, the original consciousness for everyone, the cause of all 
causes, within the core of her heart, just as the east becomes beautiful by carrying the rising 
moon.” 

2.1 Importance of dlksa, initiation: 
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4- Unless one is initiated by the right person, who always carries within his heart the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, one cannot acquire the power to carry the Supreme 
Godhead within the core of one's own heart 


2.2 Lord is present, and His presence need only be awakened through initiation by a bona 
fide spiritual master. 


2.3 The Supreme Lord was transferred from the mind of Vasudeva to the mind of Devaki, 
exactly as the setting sun's rays are transferred to the full moon rising in the east. 


DEVAKI GLOWS (VERSE 19) 


sa devaki sarva-jagan-nivasa- 
nivasa-bhuta nitaram na reje 
bhojendra-gehe 'gni-sikheva ruddha 
sarasvati jfiana-khale yatha sate 

“Devaki then kept within herself the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the cause of all 
causes, the foundation of the entire cosmos, but because she was under arrest in the house of 
Karhsa, she was like the flames of a fire covered by the walls of a pot, or like a person who 
has knowledge but cannot distribute it to the world for the benefit of human society.” 


1. Jnana-khala 
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2. Bhojendra-gehe 

4 - Kariisa tried to arrest Krsna consciousness within his house, with the result that 
Karhsa, with all his opulences, was later vanquished. 

4 - Real knowledge of Bhagavad-glta was being choked by unscrupulous Indian leaders, 
with the result that India's culture, and knowledge of the Supreme were being lost. 


KAMSA OBSERVES DEVAKI’S EFFULGENCE (VERSE 20-23) 


tarn viksya kamsah prabhayajitantaram 
virocayantim bhavanam suci-smitam 
ahaisa me prana-baro harir guham 
dhruvam srito yan na pureyam idrsi 

“Because the Supreme Personality of Godhead was within her womb, Devaki illuminated the 
entire atmosphere in the place where she was confined. Seeing her jubilant, pure and 
smiling, Kariisa thought, "The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Visnu, who is now within 
her, will kill me. Devaki has never before looked so brilliant and jubilant."” (VERSE 20) 

4 - Krsna has taken birth within the womb of ISKCON. Men of Kamsa's class are very much 
of its progress. But as Krsna could not be killed by Kariisa, this movement cannot be 
checked by men of Kamsa's class. 

4- The movement will go on increasing more and more, provided the leaders of the 
movement remain firmly Krsna conscious by following the regulative principles and the 
primary activities of chanting the Hare Krsna mantra regularly. 

1. WHY KAMSA SPARED DEVAKI (VERSE 21) 

a. Krishna will not give up His prowess. 

b. Devaki is woman, sister and pregnant. 

c. Reputation, opulence and duration of life will be vanquished. 

d. Cruel person condemned while living and after death. 


kim adya tasmin karaniyam asu me 
yad artha-tantro na vihanti vikramam 
striyah svasur gurumatya vadho 'yam 
yasah sriyam hanty anukalam ayuh 
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“Kariisa thought: What is my duty now? The Supreme Lord, who knows His purpose, will 
not give up His prowess. DevakI is a woman, she is my sister, and moreover she is now 
pregnant. If I kill her, my reputation, opulence and duration of life will certainly be 
vanquished.” (VERSE 21) 

4 - Decisions based on reputation are demoniac - Self-centered 


KAMSA UNFAVORABLY KRISHNA CONSCIOUS (VERSE 24) 


asinah samvisams tisthan 
bhunjanah paryatan mahim 
cintayano hrsikesam 
apasyat tanmayam jagat 

“While sitting on his throne or in his sitting room, while lying on his bed, or, indeed, while 
situated anywhere, and while eating, sleeping or walking, Kariisa saw only his enemy, the 
Supreme Lord, Hrsikesa. In other words, by thinking of his all-pervading enemy, Kariisa 
became unfavorably Krsna conscious.” 

1. Kariisa was always absorbed in thoughts of Hari, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, he 
was not happy. A devotee, however, is always happy. 

4 - Krsna consciousness, favorably cultivated, makes one completely happy. For such 
person, the happiness conceived by the karnris, jnanis and yogis is treated as less than a 

fi g- 

kaivalyam narakayate tri-dasa-pur akasa-puspayate 
durdantendriya-kala-sarpa-patali protkhata-damstrayate 

“For those who have attained the merciful sidelong glance of Lord Caitanya, impersonal 
liberation becomes as palatable as going to hell, the heavenly cities of the demigods 
become as enticing as flowers imagined to be floating in the sky, the poisonous fangs of 
the untameable black snakes of the senses are broken.” (Caitanya-candramrta 95) 

4 - Example, Srila Rupa GosvamI 
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2. A nondevotee or atheist also cultivates God consciousness—by trying to avoid God in 
everything. 

4 - For example, so-called scientists who want to create life by a combination of chemicals 
regard the external, material elements as supreme. 

3. For a nondevotee, the world is full of problems, whereas for a devotee the entire world is 

full of happiness. 

visvam purna-sukhayate vidhi-mahendradis ca kltdyate 
yat-kdrunya-katdksa-vaibhavavatdm tarn gauram eva stumah 

“For those who have attained the merciful sidelong glance of Lord Caitanya, the whole world 
becomes full of joy, and Brahma, Indra, and all the other great demigods become as 
insignificant as tiny insects. Let us glorify that golden-complexioned Lord Caitanya.” 
(Caitanya-candramrta 95) 
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